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Wellington’s women Judges 
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Question: What do you get if you put 60 women lawyers and judges together with great drinks and fabulous cocktail food?  
Answer: A really enjoyable evening!

Four of Wellington’s women judges shared their experiences and wisdom with the group.  Justice Susan Glazebrook and Judge Carrie Wainwright described their diverse career paths and assured members that no matter how winding your path may be in the law, if you enjoy what you are doing, you are likely to succeed.  

Justice Ellen France alerted members to provisions in the Judicial Matters Bill that provide for part-time members of the judiciary.  She pointed out that such flexibility may assist women members of the profession in particular and suggested that the Committee may wish to make a submission on this aspect of the Bill.  

Judge Caroline Henwood provided an extremely humorous insight into the struggles of women in the law in the 1970s and 1980s.  She shared with the gathering a letter she had received from the Nelson District Law Society in the early 1970s, in response to her enquiry about the number of women lawyers practising in the Nelson area.  The Law Society responded “Fortunately or unfortunately (depending on your point of view) there are no women lawyers practising in Nelson.”  How times have changed!  

Our thanks go to all the members of the judiciary that attended the evening and to Buddle Findlay for providing a great venue and superb refreshments.
Please remember to notify our membership officer Alice Henry if your contact details (including your e-mail address) change so that we can continue to keep in touch with you!



Committee news


Situations vacant!  
Due to several recent resignations, the committee is now down to eleven women, and we are keen to have another couple of members come on board the committee to help share the load.   Members interested in joining the committee please let Gina de Graaff know by 15 November.

Pauline Zumbach has resigned from the committee due to other commitments.   Thanks Pauline for your contribution to the committee over the last few years.
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Another woman judge for Wellington!
WWLA’s warmest congratulations go to Jan Kelly, who was recently sworn in as a District Court Judge.  Judge Kelly, who was with Simpson Grierson for 11 years, was the first female partner to be appointed to the firm’s Wellington office.  Her Honour practiced in litigation and commercial dispute resolution, with particular focus on competition law.  In 1999, Judge Kelly set up a technology practice within Simpson Grierson.  Her Honour will be based at the Wellington District Court.

EEO seminar
The WDLS Women in Law committee has organised an EEO seminar, to be held at Minter Ellison Rudd Watts on 13 November.  Start time is 5:30pm for nibbles and drinks, with speakers from around 6pm.
Speakers include Judy McGregor (EEO Commissioner), Kathy Stringfellow (Convenor WDLS EEO Committee) and a Bell Gully representative who will discuss their involvement in the EEO Project WDLS has been running.  Sian Smith will chair the seminar (Convenor WDLS WIL Committee).  Judy McGregor will introduce herself and her role as Commissioner, explain her vision for the future and the initiatives to be taken.  She will let us know how the legal profession can help.  A brief update will also be provided on WDLS EEO Committee's progress.
WCG News

The WCG was set up in 1993 as an advisory group to the NZLS, with respect to issues pertaining to women.  As a body, it is partly independent from the NZLS.  The WCG has a current membership of 11 women from around New Zealand, including representatives from women lawyers’ associations, and includes two academics.  Representatives are appointed for a three year term.  Elisabeth McDonald is the representative for Wellington, and her contact details are:
Elisabeth McDonald

Law Faculty, Victoria University

P O Box 600 Wellington

Phone (04) 463 6317

elisabeth.mcdonald@vuw.ac.nz
Elisabeth attended WWLA’s most recent committee meeting, to report on the group’s activities and to discuss how the two organisations can assist each other.  
One area where co-operation between the two groups would be advantageous is in respect of submissions to Select Committees.  The WCG regularly reviews legislation passing through the House, and drafts submissions where appropriate.  However, because the WCG is an advisory board to the NZLS, its submissions are fed into those of the NZLS, and sometimes a particular emphasis may be lost in that process.  However, women lawyers’ groups are able to put forward their views in a fully independent manner, and with a degree of co-operation some of the ideas from WCG may be adopted and emphasised by such groups in their own submissions.
On a different note, Elisabeth reported that some progress was being made with respect to the appointment of women to NZLS committees, as the Society has recently adopted an affirmative action policy for committee positions.  A slight increase was 
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noted in the number of women in the most recent round of appointments, but there is still room for improvement.
From the October e-bulletin:

WCG encourages women to the Law Commission
There is currently only one woman Law Commissioner. Two vacancies were recently advertised and although the time period for expressions of interest is over, WCG encourages senior women lawyers to consider taking on such a position and contact the Commission accordingly.  The WCG has written to Lianne Dalziel, the Minister of the Law Commission, noting the lack of female commissioners.  Although the WCG does not support anything less than merit based appointments, it believes affirmative action is warranted.  To obtain information on the Law Commissioner role, please contact Mary Nixon at the Ministry of Justice, phone (04) 494 9714 or email mary.nixon@justice.govt.nz.
Why do women leave the law profession?
NZLS statistics show that although more women than men enter the profession, they do not stay as long as their male counterparts. Pay equity, equal employment opportunities, affordable childcare and paid parental leave are all issues which are believed to contribute to this pattern.  The EEO Commissioner Dr Judy McGregor is undertaking research in New Zealand to try and establish why this is happeneing, although this is currently limited to interviewing six women practitioners who have left law partnerships. It is hoped that further funds can be generated so that the scope of the study can be widened.  Please contact Hilary Unwin for further information.
SUBMISSIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
WWLA’s SUBMISSIONS ON THE CARE OF CHILDREN BILL

We recently made submissions to the Justice and Electoral Select Committee on the Care of Children Bill.  Thanks to Cathy Rodgers-Smith, Gina de Graaff and the two members who assisted with these.

We noted that it was important when considering this Bill for the Committee to reflect upon the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCROC) as well as the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).  We suggested that particularly relevant provisions from UNCROC were articles 3, 4, 5 and 12; and from CEDAW were articles 3, 16(1)(d), 16(1)(e), and 16(1)(f).

We noted our support for the policy objectives of the Bill, in particular the need for the law relating to children to reflect the diversity of family arrangements that now exist in New Zealand.  Particularly relevant to this issue was the inclusion in the Bill of a definition of de-facto couples which included same-sex couples.

Domestic violence issues

We both supported, as well as made suggested amendments to, some provisions around domestic violence including:

· supporting the prohibition on step parents being appointed guardians where the step parent has been a respondent in proceedings under the Domestic Violence Act 1995 or has been convicted of an offence involving violence to a child, but suggesting that the Committee consider extending this provision to prohibiting a step parent being appointed a guardian if that person has been convicted of any offence involving violence or any sexual offence unless the court is satisfied that the appointment is in the best interests of the child, in particular that the appointment will not compromise the safety of the child.

· supporting parenting orders being subject to conditions to ensure the safety of children in circumstances where a person has used violence against a child or other parent.

· suggesting the Committee consider whether to extend the definition of violence to include psychological abuse.  This recognises the harm that can result from psychological abuse and would allow courts to take account of this in appropriate cases.

· supporting the provision of publicly funded supervised contact with children.

· expressing concern that the enforcement provisions relating to parenting orders could be used by violent parties against parents who take steps contrary to a parenting order because they feel it is necessary to do so to keep a child safe.  We suggested that neither payment of a bond (under clause 62) nor the costs of contravening a parenting order (payable under clause 63) should be able to be ordered where contravention of a parenting order arose because of a belief that compliance with the order could mean that a child’s safety would be endangered.  In this situation, in our view, a parent should not have to choose between their child’s safety and a possible financial penalty which would particularly affect people with limited means.

Medical issues

We also suggested that 16 and 17 year olds should be allowed to consent to (or refuse) use of medication or other medical treatment without requiring a guardian’s approval.  The Bill already provided for this in respect of any "medical procedure".
Also that the clause allowing a female of child bearing age to herself consent to an abortion without requiring the consent of her parents and/or guardians to be extended to include the use of contraception.  This is because if a child or young woman is physically able to become pregnant she should, in our view, be allowed to control her own fertility including being permitted at law to consent to (or refuse) the use of contraception.  Article 16(1)(e) of CEDAW is relevant to this issue.  It recognises the rights of women to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have access to the information, education and means to enable them to exercise these rights.  

The submissions sub-committee is considering making submissions on the Judicial Matters Bill (in particular on the issues of part-time judges, and judicial complaints) and also the Civil Union Bill when it is released.  
The deadline for submissions on the Judicial Matters Bill is 21 November, whereas the latter may be released shortly (the sub-committee would then need to work on its submissions perhaps at short notice before Christmas).  If you would like to assist with WWLA’s submissions on either of these Bills please contact:

 Gina deGraaff   Gina.deGraaff@crownlaw.govt.nz or

Cathy Rodgers-Smith  Catheriner-s@ohrp.org.nz
A list of Bills currently before select committees can be found at: http://publications.clerk.parliament.govt.nz.clients.intergen.net.nz/BillsBeforeSelectCommittees.aspx
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(((     Receiving your newsletter    ((( 


- a technical glitch?





Most members will now be receiving this newsletter by e-mail, and you may be happy to read it on screen.  Unfortunately, you may not be able to print the newsletter, due to a bug in the programme in which it is created.   





Those members who run Microsoft Word XP 2002 edition on their computers should be able to print successfully, but it appears that some older editions of Word will simply crash if you try to print – do not be alarmed, your computer has not caught a virus!





WWLA apologises for any inconvenience not being able to print the newsletter may cause.  If you would like to receive your newsletter in paper form instead because of this, please notify Clare Stanley by telephoning her on 3800 577, or e�mailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:stanleypatchett@xtra.co.nz" ��stanleypatchett@xtra.co.nz�.   
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	5 November 2003


	


Guy Fawkes evening and career seminar at Phillips Fox, in association with TMP/Hudson.  A repeat of last year’s successful evening - our seminar will be followed by a million dollar view of the fireworks over Wellington Harbour!  See the flyer enclosed with this newsletter.





	13 November 2003





WDLS EEO seminar at Minter Ellison Rudd Watts





	December 2003


	


Cocktail party to celebrate the end of the year – this will be held early in December, before everyone gets “function overload” at Christmas time!





	2004





Annual theatre trip to Circa


Martinborough day trip


Hutt function  - April


AGM - May





Bequests to the Women’s Refuge





The National Collective of Independent Women’s Refuges (NCIWR) has produced a leaflet detailing how people can make a bequest to that organisation in their will.  





NCIWR wishes to display their leaflets in lawyers’ offices in the Wellington area, to encourage people to think about making such a bequest.





If you are interested in obtaining a stock of the leaflets for display in your office, please contact the national fundraising manager at NCIWR, Janet Bagshaw, by telephoning 802 5078, or e�mailing her at � HYPERLINK "mailto:fund@refuge.org.nz" ��fund@refuge.org.nz� 








WWLA’s new look website is now up and running!





Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.wwla.org.nz" ��www.wwla.org.nz� and check us out!








Mentoring Programme 





WWLA have had a great response to our mentoring programme and have so far matched up over 40 of our members.  We still have a number of “spare” mentors who have volunteered to participate in the programme - if any more members would like a mentor, please contact Karen Castiglione either on 478 5838 or by e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:karen.castiglione@ird.govt.nz" ��karen.castiglione@ird.govt.nz�





Australasian Law Reform Agencies Conference 2004





The New Zealand Law Commission will host next year’s ALRAC conference in Wellington, from 13 – 16 April 2004.  Speakers are currently being confirmed, and up to date information for those interested in attending can be found the Law Commission’s website – � HYPERLINK "http://www.lawcom.govt.nz" ��www.lawcom.govt.nz� .  





For other enquiries, contact Christine Kleingeld at the Law Commission on 471 0959





Check out our website at


� HYPERLINK http://www.wwla.org.nz ��www.wwla.org.nz� 





The WCG distributes a regular e-bulletin which reports on the group’s recent activities and issues that have arisen or been considered.  If you would like to receive a copy of the e-bulletin, please contact WCG’s secretary Hillary Unwin at the WDLS:





� HYPERLINK mailto:hilary.unwin@lawyers.org.nz ��hilary.unwin@lawyers.org.nz�





For further information on the WCG, including their work programme for the coming year, visit their website, which is accessed through the NZLS site:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lawyers.org.nz" ��www.lawyers.org.nz�





WWLA’s September function hosted by Buddle Findlay
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